
Two Examples Showing How the Student Assignment Policy Works
Example A: Sibling Preference Example B: Batch 1, Non-Low Income

About the Student
● 5 years old by 8/31
● Lives in a low-income household
● Has sibling attending Bates Elementary
● Lives 2.5 miles from Bates Elementary

School Choices Identified on Application
● 1st Choice: Bates Elementary
● 2nd Choice: Witchcraft Heights
● 3rd Choice: Carlton Innovation School

Enrollment Target for Bates Elem (example only)
● 50% Low-Income/50% non-low income

Total # of Seats Available at Bates (example only)
● Total of 50 Kindergarten Seats available
● Based on enrollment targets, 25 will be designated for

low-income families and 25 will be designated for non-low
income

Application Timing
● Complete application submitted by Feb 18th

Other Information
● 5 additional applicants are low-income and met the sibling

preference deadline

About the Student
● 5 years old by 8/31
● Lives in a non-low income household
● Lives 1.2 miles from Saltonstall K-8 School

School Choices Identified on Application
● 1st Choice: Saltonstall
● 2nd Choice: Carlton Innovation School
● 3rd Choice: Horace Mann Laboratory School

Enrollment Target for Saltonstall (example only)
● 60% Low-Income/40% non-low income

Total # of Seats Available at Saltonstall (example only)
● Total of 42 Kindergarten Seats available
● Based on enrollment targets, 25 will be designated for low-income

families and 17 will be designated for non-low income
● A total of 3 non-low income students were assigned based on sibling

preference, leaving 14 remaining seats for non-low income applicants

Application Timing
● Complete application submitted by March 1st

Other Information
● 20 other applicants are non-low income. Of these 10 live closer to

Saltonstall than Example B
Student Assignment Process for this Student

● All applicants are first reviewed based on their first choice
(Bates is this student’s first choice)

● The applicant meets the Feb 20th deadline to exercise the
sibling preference priority

● The applicant qualifies for low-income status
● The 6 applicants (Example A plus 5 additional) who are

low-income would be sorted by proximity to the school, and
processed in that order

● Since fewer than 25 low-income applicants seeking the
sibling preference priority, then all would be assigned to the
Bates.

● This would leave 19 seats available for other low-income
applicants

Student Assignment Process for this Student
● All applicants are first reviewed based on their first choice (Saltonstall

is this student’s first choice)
● The applicant meets the March 1st deadline to be included in the

Batch 1 assignments
● The applicant does not qualify for low-income status
● The 20 applicants who are non-low income would be sorted by

proximity to the school, and processed in that order
● 14 of the 20 applicants would receive an assignment to Saltonstall,

including Example B (since this applicant would be ranked #11 based
on proximity to the school).

● The remaining 6 applicants would be placed on a waiting list for
Saltonstall and similar criteria would be used to process their
applications based on their 2nd choice schools.


